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To date, more than 3,500 children, parents, professionals
and volunteers have contributed to the success of the
Education Benalla Program.

Parents are a child's first and most important educator

We actively partner with 120 local organisations. Schools,
clubs, businesses, government agencies and community
groups are working together to achieve the goal of the
Education Benalla Program - that substantially more
children complete Year 12 and transition on to tertiary study.

The Education Benalla Program has reached the half way
mark of its ten year plan. This cradle-to-career community
initiative consists of many different projects, some of
which are funded and implemented by Tomorrow:Today
Foundation, and others that are run by other organisations
with funding or planning assistance from Tomorrow:Today.
Children and parents have multiple interactions with the
Program and, over time, there is a lasting difference made to
skills and aspirations.

Completing an apprenticeship or tertiary study is more
important today than ever before. It sets up young people
for life. They may change their career path or their job might
disappear, but completing qualifications means they have
a structured way of working out what to do next and the
ability to pursue it successfully.

‘It is all about families, schools, and the community,’ said
Convenor, Liz Chapman. ‘For example, parents are a child’s
first and most important educator, so we work with parents
and children to build the connections essential for a great
start in life. We also work to improve literacy and numeracy,
and to have teenagers aspire to work and learning.’
If it’s true that it takes a village to raise a child, Benalla is
raising great kids!

Our new book, ‘The Story of Tomorrow:Today

Foundation’, and our 2015 Challenge Appeal were both
launched in April at the beautiful new Benalla Library. ‘The
story’ records the history of Tomorrow:Today, especially
our Education Benalla Program which is now reaching out
to benefit so many of Benalla’s children. Looking to the
future, our 2015 Challenge Appeal aims to raise $200,000

this year to see the Community Fund grow towards
$1million and beyond. Our annual Grants, awarded in May,
were funded by the income from the Community Fund –
a fabulous demonstration of why we continue to strive to
increase this permanent pool of funds for the benefit of
Benalla and District.

Sally Gamble, Chair
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Record Community
Grants Given
Thanks to the growth of our Community Fund we have been
able to give more cash to local groups than ever before.
$32,000 was awarded on 1st May to 12 different local projects.
New ideas and proven projects alike were successful in
achieving community development grants. Successful
recipients share a commitment to ensuring their projects
will help create a stronger, more resilient and prosperous
community.
Representatives from each group spoke of the project that
would be achieved thanks to the funds generated locally by
the Tomorrow:Today Foundation. Many of our donors also
attended the event and were impressed by the planning put
into the funded projects and the potential benefit to Benalla.

Our grants were awarded to:
• Benalla Cultural Exchange ($5,000) Cultural insight
training and cross cultural celebration
• Benalla Flexible Learning Centre ($4,700) Fitness
program, breakfast program and dishwasher
• Benalla P-12 College ($2,322) Beacon Polish Program
• Benalla P-12 College/FCJ College partnership
($3,500) Benalla Youth Mental Health Week
• Benalla Street Art Inc ($5,000) Youth engagement
phase of Street Art Workshop series
• Benalla Support Group for Children with Special
Needs ($1,000) 2015 Christmas Celebration
• Broken River Potters ($1,400) Spare element for kiln
• Cooinda Village ($2,500) ‘Let’s find our voice’ singing/
story telling with FCJ College
• FCJ College ($2,000) Connecting with the
Winton Wetlands
• North East Artisans ($2,000) Art of Youth program
• Ride Avenue Preschool Inc ($1,549) Projector, screen
and children’s lounge
• Winton Primary School ($1,000) Resources for
Winton playgroup

Flexible Learning
Over the past 18 months

Tomorrow:Today has been active in
discussion with schools and the
broader community about the rate of
youth disengagement from school. We
were pleased to have the wholehearted
support of the Hume Regional Office of
the Department of Education, as well as
the LLEN, The Centre, Benalla Rural City
and a number of other agencies.
Towards the end of last year the
Department was proactive in securing
the establishment of the Benalla Flexible
Learning Centre. Opened in January
2015, the Centre caters for young people
aged 15 to 25 who have dropped out of
mainstream schooling. It is gratifying that
over 30 young locals have returned to
learning via this new Centre. Individual

plans are developed for each young
person and they receive support and
mentoring to help re-engage them with
education. ‘We were very pleased to be
able to make the Flexible Learning Centre
happen in Benalla in response to a clear
need,’ said Judy Rose, Deputy Regional
Director, Service Planning, Dept. Education.
‘We value our community partnerships
with organisations such as
Tomorrow:Today Foundation and
acknowledge their role in helping to find
ways to improve student retention.’
Tomorrow:Today awarded the Centre a
grant for $4,700 in May to fund fitness
training for students and to provide healthy
breakfasts and lunches.

‘The Story’ launched...

New Director

Sylvia Admans, CEO of the R E Ross Trust recently launched our major new
publication, ‘The story of Tomorrow:Today Foundation’, authored by
Leslie Falkiner-Rose. ‘The story’ was written at the encouragement of one of our
major funders to record the origin of our community foundation and evolution of
the Education Benalla Program.
At the launch Ms Admans described Tomorrow:Today as ‘a gem of an
organisation, its unique ability and confidence to tackle complex and
pressing social issues by simultaneously both building a permanent endowment
and conducting the whole of community education program, child by child, must
be a matter of great community pride.’
Copies are available for $10 from Tomorrow:Today, can be downloaded free
from our website, or borrowed from the High Country Library.

Nick Taylor has been welcomed
to the Board of Tomorrow:Today
Foundation. Nick is well known
in Benalla, both as an active
community member and through
his commercial building business.
‘I am thoroughly impressed by the
achievements of the Foundation,’
said Nick. ‘The possibility of making
genuine improvements to the quality
of life of local people is very exciting.’

Founder recognised
The remarkable contribution that Liz
Chapman has made to Benalla over
the last 15 years - in leading the initial
establishment of Tomorrow:Today, as
founding Chair and as Convenor of
the Education Benalla Program - was
also recognised at the launch.

The combined launch of ‘The story’ and Challenge Appeal at the Benalla Library in April.

… and 2015 Challenge Appeal
Our local challenge appeal to raise $200,000 by 31st December was also launched
at the Library event.
The generosity of 20 key supporters who have promised a total of $100,000 to
match local donations is a remarkable start.
The pledges of these donors, ‘act as an incentive for the community to support
our Challenge Appeal,’ Treasurer, Adrian Aldous told the Appeal launch.
‘Your donation, of whatever size, will be worth double what you give.’
At the end of May, $35,000 towards the community target has been received.
With matching donations this means $70,000 has already been raised.
All money raised will be added to the permanent Community Fund to provide
financial resources for local community projects – now and for the future.
For details of how to donate, see page 4. If you would like further information
please call the Tomorrow:Today office or contact any of our Board Directors.

Board Directors of Tomorrow:Today Foundation
Sally Gamble (Chair – 0428 755 138) Adrian Aldous
Bill Dobson
Geoff Oliver
Tony Schneider

Liz Chapman
Nick Taylor

Board Director, Liz Chapman and CEO of
The R E Ross Trust, Sylvia Admans at the
launch.

Free Early Years’ Activities
Do you have children aged 0-6?
Our fun and educational programs are
free and open to all Benalla and district
families. All groups include a wide
variety of activities for children and
their parents.

What is PEEP?
PEEP (Parents Early Education
Partnership) is all about parents and
children singing, reading, playing
and learning together. PEEP provides
a great way to meet other families
and explore a wide variety of child
development topics.
Registration is required.
For more information visit
www.tomorrowtoday.com.au or call
us on 5762 1211.

Great start to school
The ‘Great Start to School’ program is designed to help parents
help their children make the transition from kindergarten to
school. Run at both junior campuses of Benalla P-12 College
in late 2014, the program attracted 40 families and involved
teachers, aides, campus principals, Tomorrow:Today staff and
volunteers. Parents felt their children were better prepared for
school and appreciated getting to know school staff. Teachers
benefited from getting to know the children and from
forming positive relationships with parents.
Waller St Principal Heather Leary commended the partnership with Tomorrow:Today. ‘Feedback from parents, teachers
and children has been incredibly positive and confirmed our belief that by combining our two ways of working we could
provide an outstanding transition to school for our families.’

Support Benalla’s Community Fund
All donations to Tomorrow:Today Foundation’s permanent Community Fund
are solely for the benefit of the Benalla and district community. The money is
invested, with the income providing a reliable, independent source of local
funding for community grants – year after year.
The Foundation has two funds where donations are held and from which grants
are given: the Public Fund and the Grant Making Fund. When donors require a
personal tax deduction, the gift must be deposited into the Public Fund. Gifts
over $2 to the Public Fund are tax deductible. Business sponsorships and gifts not
requiring a tax deductible receipt are invested in the Grant Making Fund and allow
the Foundation to make grants to a broader range of charitable community needs.
Please consider making a donation to support Benalla’s Community Fund

Tomorrow:Today Foundation
PO Box 281, Benalla
Victoria 3671
Shop 10 Cecily Court
66 Nunn Street, Benalla 3672
ABN 19 096 214 907
Phone: (03) 5762 1211
www.tomorrowtoday.com.au
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To make a donation please complete this form and send with payment to Tomorrow:Today Foundation.
Step 1: Please tick your fund option:
A personal donation to the Public Fund that is tax deductible
A business sponsorship of the Grant Making Fund that is tax deductible (GST applies)
A donation to the Grant Making Fund (no tax deduction required)
Step 2: Please tick your payment option.
I am donating by Electronic Funds Transfer to the Public Fund bank account
		
Account Name: TTF Donation Bank: NAB BSB: 083-541 Account No. 147 647 263
		
Customer Reference (your surname): ________________________________________________
I am donating by Electronic Funds Transfer to the Grant Making Fund account
		
Account Name: TTF Donation Bank: Bendigo Bank BSB: 633-000 Account No. 140 847 021
		 Customer Reference (your surname): _________________________________________________
My cheque is enclosed (made out to Tomorrow:Today Foundation)
I am making a cash donation at the Benalla branch of Bendigo Bank, 53 Bridge Street, Benalla
Step 3: Please find enclosed my donation of $_________ to Tomorrow:Today Foundation.

Contact Details:
Name: ..................................................................................................................................................................
Address: ...............................................................................................................................................................
Telephone: ............................................................. Mobile: ..............................................................................
Email: ................................................................................. Thank you for your donation. A receipt will be posted to you.

